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DocketNo, 50432-067 OFFICIAL PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
Kai Yang et al. 
Serial No.: 09/817,056 
Filed: March 27, 2001 



Customer Number 20277 
Confirmation Number: 
Group Art Unit 28 11 
Examiner T. Nguyen 



For: STABILIZING FLUORINE ETCHING OF LOW-K MATERIALS 



nvCI A^ATION TINDER 37 C. F.R. $1.131 

Mail Stop Declaration 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

We, Kai Yang, Darrell Erb and Fei Wang, hereby declare that: 



1 . We are the inventors of the invention disclosed and claimed in the above- 
referenced United States patent application. 

2. We are aware of the prosecution history of this application which was filed in the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on March 27, 2001. We are also aware that claims in the 
application have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 for lack of novelty and under 35 U-S.C. 
§103 for obviousness predicated primarily upon U.S. Patent 6,521,533 issued to Morand et al. on 
February 18, 2003, based upon a PCT application filed on September 12. 2000. 
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Serial No.: 09/817,056 

3 . To our knowledge and in view of the factual evidence supplied herewith, the 
present invention was conceived in the United States prior to September 12, 2000 the filing date 
of the Morand et aL patent, as evidenced by the attached invention disclosure submitted to 
Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. (AMD), the assignee herein (Exhibit A hereto). Due diligence 
was exercised from prior to the September 12, 2000 filing date of the Morand et al. application to 
the filing date of the present application on March 27, 2001. 

4. We further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful statement may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issuing thereon. 
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3. To our knowledge and in view of the factual evidence supplied herewith, the 
present invention was conceived in the United States prior to September 12, 2000 the filing date 
of the Morand et al. patent, as evidenced by the attached invention disclosure submitted to 
Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. (AMD), the assignee herein (Exhibit A hereto). Due diligence 
was exercised from prior to the September 12, 2000 filing date of the Morand et al. application to 
the filing date of the present application on March 27, 2001. 

4, We further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful statement may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issuing thereon. 
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